BURY   ST.   EDMUNDS

Sampson had cleared the debts and reformed the abuses
within the Abbey.   He was a loyal subject to King Richard.
When during Richard's absence on the Crusade, John tried to
seize the throne, Sampson excommunicated those who fol-
lowed him and marched with his tenants to the siege of
Windsor Castle, which was held by the rebels.   When news
came of Richard's captivity, it was Sampson who * started
forth in his place in Parliament and said that he was ready to go
and seek his Lord the King either clandestinely, by subterfuge
or by any other method ; and search till he found him '.  None
the less, though he visited Richard in his German prison and
helped raise his ransom, he refused to allow the gold from St.
Edmund's tomb to be taken for the purpose.   Richard on his
return made a thank offering at the shrine and it was at this
time that the tomb of St. Edmund was opened and the body,
in a perfect state of preservation, was viewed by some of the
brethren.

King John also visited the shrine, but the Chronicler re-
marks bitterly that * all he offered was one silken cloth, which
his servant had borrowed from the sacrist and to this day have
not paid for '. Sampson died in 1211 during the Interdict,
brought on the country by John's misdeeds, and so was buried
silently in unconsecrated ground. Later his body was reinter-
red in the Chapter House, in whose ruins it was recently dis-
covered. It was in the Abbey Church, four years after
Sampson's death, that the Barons met to listen to Langton
reading the Magna Carta. One by one the barons then ad-
vanced and, placing their hands on the altar, swore to fight

284